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AIR QUALITY GENERAL PERMIT  
FUEL BURNING EQUIPMENT 

Permit No.: GP-001 Permit Expiration: September 1, 2031 

PURPOSE: This General Permit outlines the requirements for Authority to Operate (ATO) Fuel Burning 
Equipment and follows the requirements established in District Board of Health (DBOH) Regulations PART 
030.100 - GENERAL PERMITS.  Owners or operators of existing and new fuel burning equipment may obtain 
ATO under this General Permit in lieu of a Minor Source Permit to Construct/Permit to Operate. Owners or 
operators requesting ATO under these requirements shall do so by submitting an application to the Northern 
Nevada Public Health, Air Quality Management Division (Control Officer) to obtain coverage under the 
General Permit for Fuel Burning Equipment. 
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I. Permit Assignment 

A. The Control Officer may grant Authority to Operate qualifying owners or operators to this General 
Permit that have and maintain a good record of compliance with all regulations and that would be 
appropriately regulated by a General Permit. The Control Officer may rescind Authority to Operate if 
the owner or operator no longer meets the requirements and conditions of this permit. (DBOH 
030.100.D.1.b) 

B. The owner or operator is allowed to discharge air contaminants from processes and activities related to 
the air contaminant source(s) described in Section I.D of this General Permit until this permit expires, is 
modified, revoked, or rescinded as long as conditions of this permit are met. If there are other emissions 
activities occurring at the facility besides those listed in the description above, the owner or operator 
may be required to obtain a Minor source (DBOH 030.200) or PART 70 Permit (DBOH 030.500), if 
applicable. (DBOH 030.100.D.1.b) 

C. This General Permit is not valid in an area outside of Washoe County, or at any location where the 
operation of the owner or operator’s processes, activities, or insignificant activities would be in violation 
of any local land use or zoning laws. It is the owner or operator’s sole responsibility to obtain local land 
use approvals as, or where, applicable before operating this facility at any location. (DBOH 
030.100.D.1.b) 

D. The owner or operator shall meet all of the following conditions in order to qualify for the Authority to 
Operate under this General Permit for Fuel Burning Equipment: (DBOH 030.100.D.1.b) 

1. The owner or operator is operating external fuel burning equipment including, but not limited to, 
boilers, furnaces, space heaters, water heaters, pool and spa heaters, kilns, ovens, burners, stoves, 
steam cleaners, and hot water pressure washers. This permit is not applicable to fuel burning 
equipment used to support other activities or sources required to have a permit under DBOH 
Regulations CHAPTER 030.  

2. The owner or operator shall only combust pipeline grade natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas 
when operating fuel burning equipment. 

3. The maximum heat input rating of any single fuel burning emissions unit shall be less than 10.0 
million Btu/hr (MMBtu/hr).  

4. The maximum aggregate heat input rating of all fuel burning emissions units shall be equal to or 
greater than 12.0 MMBtu/hr and shall not exceed 36.5 MMBtu/hr. 

5. A Minor source (DBOH 030.200) or Part 70 Permit (DBOH 030.500) is not required of the source. 

6. The source is not experiencing ongoing, recurring, or serious compliance problems. 
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II. Administrative Requirements 

A. Authority to Operate – An owner or operator must complete an application for Authority to Operate 
under this General Permit. (DBOH 030.100.F) 

B. Posting of Permit – The owner or operator shall post this Authority to Operate and General Permit 
conspicuously at or near the stationary source. (DBOH 030.020.A.2.c.(15)) 

C. Transfer of Ownership – A permit may not be transferred from one owner or piece of equipment to 
another unless otherwise specified in DBOH 030.000.C.2.c.(5). An owner or operator may apply for an 
administrative amendment reflecting a change of ownership or the name of the stationary source. The 
request for an administrative amendment shall be made on an application provided by the AQMD, and 
the application must be accompanied by a fee as determined by the District Board of Health. (DBOH 
030.000.C.2) 

D. Fees – The owner or operator shall pay fees to the AQMD consistent with the approved fee schedule. 
(DBOH 030.000.B.4.a(2)) 

E. Responsible Official Certification – A responsible official of the stationary source shall certify that, 
based on information and belief formed after a reasonable inquiry, the statements made in any document 
required to be submitted by any condition of the permit are true, accurate, and complete. (DBOH 
030.020.A.2.c.(14)) 

F. Modifications – The owner or operator of a source that has been granted authority to operate under a 
General Permit may make the following changes at the source five (5) business days after the owner or 
operator provides written notification to the Control Officer, and only if such changes do not require the 
owner or operator to obtain a minor source (PART 030.200) or Part 70 permit (PART 030.500): (DBOH 
030.100.J.1) 

1. Adding new emissions units of the same type operating under a General Permit issued to the source; 
2. Installing a replacement emissions unit operating under a General Permit issued to the source; or 
3. Adding or replacing air pollution control equipment operating under a General Permit issued to the 

source.  

a. The notice required by SECTION II.F shall include: (DBOH 030.100.J.2) 

(1) When the proposed change will occur; 
(2) A description of the change; and 

G. Permit Revocation –  

1. The Control Officer may terminate a General Permit at any time if: (DBOH 030.100.I.1) 

a. The Control Officer has determined that the emissions from the sources in the source class cause 
or contribute to ambient air quality standard violations which are not adequately addressed by the 
requirements in the General Permit; or 
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b. The Control Officer has determined that the terms and conditions of the General Permit no 
longer meet the requirements of DBOH 030.100. 

2. The Control Officer will provide at least twelve (12) months written notice to all sources operating 
under a General Permit prior to termination of a General Permit. Such notice will include an 
explanation of the basis for the proposed action. Within one hundred eighty (180) calendar days of 
receipt of the notice of the expiration, termination or cancellation of any General Permit, sources 
notified shall submit an application to the Control Officer for a Permit to Construct/Permit to 
Operate. Each source previously authorized to operate under such General Permit may operate under 
the terms of such General Permit, until the Permit to Construct/Permit to Operate is approved or 
denied by the Control Officer. (DBOH 030.100.I.2) 

3. The Control Officer may revoke a source’s Authority to Operate under a General Permit if the 
source is not in compliance with any term or condition of the General Permit. (DBOH 030.100.I.3) 

4. If the Control Officer revokes a source’s Authority to Operate under a General Permit, the Control 
Officer will notify the Responsible Official in writing. (DBOH 030.100.I.4) 

H. Permit Renewal 

1. The Control Officer will review and may renew, if determined appropriate, the General Permit every 
five (5) years or sooner, if warranted. (DBOH 030.100.H.1) 

2. A source’s Authority to Operate (ATO) under this General Permit shall expire when the General 
Permit expires regardless of when the authorization began during the five (5) year period, except as 
provided in DBOH 030.100.H. (DBOH 030.100.H.2) 

3. The Control Officer will notify in writing all sources who have been granted, or who have 
applications pending for, authorization to operate under the General Permit. The written notice will 
describe the source’s duty to reapply and may include requests for information required under the 
proposed renewal permit. (DBOH 030.100.H.3) 

4. At the time a General Permit is renewed, the Control Officer will notify in writing all sources that 
were granted ATO under the previous General Permit and will require such sources to submit a 
timely renewal application. For purposes of General Permits, a timely application is one that is 
submitted within the timeframe specified by the Control Officer in the written notification. Failure to 
submit a timely application terminates the source’s right to operate. If a source submits a timely and 
complete application for ATO under a General Permit, but the Control Officer has failed to issue or 
deny the ATO under the renewed General Permit before the end of the term of the previous General 
Permit, then the General Permit shall not expire until the ATO under renewed General Permit has 
been issued or denied. (DBOH 030.100.H.4) 
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III. General Provisions 

A. Right of Entry – Upon presentation of credentials and other documents as may be required by law, the 
owner or operator shall allow the Control Officer or an authorized representative to enter the premises 
where a source is located, or emissions related activity is conducted and to: (DBOH 030.020.A.2.c.13)) 

1. Have access to and copy any records that must be kept under the conditions of the permit. 

2. Inspect any facilities, equipment (including monitoring and air pollution control equipment), 
practices or operations regulated or required under the permit. 

3. Sample or monitor substances or parameters for the purpose of assuring compliance with the permit 
or applicable requirements. 

4. Document alleged violations using devices such as cameras or video equipment. 

B. Opacity – Except as otherwise provided in DBOH Regulations 030.000.B.5 or in the specific provisions 
of this permit, no owner or operator may cause or permit the discharge into the atmosphere from any 
emission unit which is of an opacity equal to or greater than 20 percent. Opacity shall be determined by 
one of the following methods: (DBOH 030.000.B.5) 

1. If opacity is determined by a visual measurement, it must be determined as set forth in Reference 
Method 9 in 40 CFR PART 60 Appendix A. 

2. If a source uses a continuous monitoring system for the measurement of opacity, the data must be 
reduced to 6-minute averages as set forth in 40 CFR PART 60.13(h).  

C. Concealment of Emissions – No person may install, construct or use any device which conceals any 
emission without reducing the total release of regulated air pollutants to the atmosphere. (DBOH 
030.000.B.2) 

D. Severability – If any provisions of DBOH Regulations, this permit, or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not 
affect the other provisions or applications of these regulations which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of these regulations are declared to be 
severable. (DBOH 030.000.B.1) 

E. Property Rights – The issuance of this permit does not convey any property rights in either real or 
personal property, or any exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property or any 
invasion of personal rights, nor any infringement of federal, state, or local laws or regulations. (DBOH 
030.020.A.2.c(10)) 

F. Excess Emissions and Deviations – Excess emissions of regulated air pollutants and any deviations 
from the requirements of this permit shall be reported to the AQMD as specified in DBOH Regulations 
030.040.A. (DBOH 030.040.A) 

G. Permit Noncompliance – The owner or operator must comply with all conditions of the permit and any 
permit noncompliance constitutes a violation of the regulations and is grounds for enforcement action; 
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for permit termination, or revocation; or for denial of a permit renewal application. The need to halt or 
reduce activity to maintain compliance with the conditions of the permit is not a defense to 
noncompliance with any condition of the permit. (DBOH 030.020.A.2.c.(8)) 

H. Records Request – The owner or operator must furnish to the Control Officer, within a reasonable time, 
any information that the Control Officer may request in writing to determine whether cause exists for 
modifying, revoking and reissuing, or terminating the permit or to determine compliance with the 
permit. Upon request, the owner or operator shall also furnish to the Control Officer copies of records 
required to be kept by the permit or, for information claimed to be confidential, the owner or operator 
may furnish such records directly to the Control Officer along with a claim of confidentiality pursuance 
to DBOH Regulations 020.000.D and NRS 445B.570. (DBOH 030.100.K.1) 

I. Acknowledgement of Responsibility for Compliance – The owner or operator’s commencement of 
operation constitutes an acknowledgement that the owner or operator assumes the responsibility of 
ensuring that the source’s emissions units and emission control equipment have been constructed and 
will be operated in compliance with all applicable requirements. (DBOH 030.200.D.2) 

J. Notifications – The owner or operator shall furnish the Control Officer written notification of: (DBOH 
030.040.B.12)  

1. The date that construction or reconstruction is commenced, postmarked no later than thirty (30) 
calendar days after such date. 

2. The actual date of initial start-up, postmarked within fifteen (15) calendar days after such date. 

K. Record Keeping – The owner or operator shall keep adequate records concerning pollutant emissions 
for any equipment or process for which the permit was issued. All owners and operators operating add-
on emissions control equipment shall maintain records sufficient to legally demonstrate that the 
equipment has operated in compliance with all applicable Federal, State and Health District regulations. 
The owner or operator shall also record any times or occasions when the emissions control equipment is 
not in operation due to equipment failure, maintenance or any other reason. The owner or operator shall 
retain records of all required monitoring data and supporting information for five (5) years after the date 
of the sample collection, measurement, report or analysis, where supporting information includes all 
records regarding calibration and maintenance of the monitoring equipment and all original strip-chart 
recordings for continuous monitoring instrumentation. (DBOH 030.040.B.11, DBOH 030.020.A.2.c.(2)) 

L. Additional Conditions – The Control Officer may impose additional conditions necessary to ensure 
compliance with any applicable requirement. (DBOH 030.200.D.1.x) 
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IV. Specific Provisions 

A. Facility-Wide Emissions Limits 

1. The owner or operator shall not cause or permit the discharge into the atmosphere from the sources 
subject to this Authority to Operate (ATO), the following pollutants in excess of the following limits 
specified in Table 1 in any calendar year period (January 1 – December 31): (DBOH 030.100.D.1.d) 

Table 1: Facility-Wide Emissions Limits 
Pollutant  Limit Units 
PM10  15 tons per year 
PM2.5  10 tons per year 
SOx 40 tons per year 
NOx 20 tons per year 
CO 100 tons per year 
VOC 20 tons per year 

2. Compliance with the facility-wide emissions limits is determined for each calendar year period 
based on the following calculation for each pollutant: (DBOH 030.100.D.1.e) 

𝑬𝑬 =  ∑(𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸 × 𝐹𝐹)/2000 𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙 

 Where,  

 E = Pollutant Emissions (ton/yr); 

 EF = Pollutant Emission Factor (see SECTION V.B) 

 F = Quantity of fuel burned per calendar year (million standard cubic feet of natural gas or 1,000 gallons 
of liquefied petroleum gas) 

3. The emission factors for determining compliance with the facility-wide emissions limits are as 
follows: (DBOH 030.100.D.1.e) 

Table 2: Natural Gas Combustion Emission Factors 
Emissions Unit or 

Activity 
Pollutant Emission 

Factor 
(EF)1 

Emission Factor 
Units 

Fuel Burning 
Equipment –  
Natural Gas 
Combustion 

PM10 7.60 lb/106 scf 
PM2.5 7.60 lb/106 scf 
SOx 0.60 lb/106 scf 
NOx 100.00 lb/106 scf 
CO 84.0 lb/106 scf 

VOC 5.50 lb/106 scf 
 

 
1 AP-42 Chapter 1.4, Table 1.4-2 
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Table 3: Liquefied Petroleum Gas Combustion Emission Factors 
Emissions Unit or 

Activity 
Pollutant Emission 

Factor 
(EF)2 

Emission Factor 
Units 

Fuel Burning 
Equipment – 
Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas Combustion 

PM10 0.7 lb/103 gal 
PM2.5 0.7 lb/103 gal 
SOx 0.10 lb/103 gal 
NOx 13.0 lb/103 gal 
CO 7.5 lb/103 gal 

VOC 1.0 lb/103 gal 
 

a. The owner or operator shall use the default emission factors provided in SECTION IV.A.3 of 
this permit for calculating pollutant emissions unless alternative emission factors are approved 
by the Control Officer. The owner or operator may request, or the Control Officer may require 
using alternative emission factors provided they are based on actual test data or other 
documentation (e.g., AP-42 compilation of emission factors) that has been reviewed and 
approved by the Control Officer.  

B. Operating Parameters 

1. The emissions from each fuel burning emissions unit shall be controlled by best operating practices. 
(DBOH 030.100.D.1.c) 

2. The owner or operator shall only combust pipeline grade natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas 
when operating fuel burning equipment. 

3. The maximum heat input rating of any single fuel burning emissions unit shall be less than 10.0 
million Btu/hr (MMBtu/hr).  

4. The maximum aggregate heat input rating of all fuel burning emissions units shall be equal to or 
greater than 12.0 MMBtu/hr and shall not exceed 36.5 MMBtu/hr. 

C. Monitoring, Recordkeeping, and Reporting 

1. The owner or operator shall maintain, in a contemporaneous log, the monitoring and recordkeeping 
specified in this section, for each fuel burning emission units. All records in the log must be 
identified with the calendar date of the record. All specified records shall be entered into the log at 
the end of the shift, end of the day of operation, or the end of the final day of operation for the 
month, as appropriate. (DBOH 030.100.K.1) 

a. Monitor and record the consumption of natural gas, in cubic feet, and liquefied petroleum gas, in 
gallons, for all fuel burning emission units on a calendar month basis.  

b. Calculate, monitor, and record the facility-wide emissions on a calendar year basis. 

 
2 AP-42 Chapter 1.5, Table 1.5-1 
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c. Record any physical change or change in the method of operation that could affect emissions. 
The record shall include a description of the change and the date the change occurred.  

2. The operational parameters and practices shall be included in an Operations and Maintenance 
(O&M) manual for the facility. The O&M manual shall be prepared, maintained, and followed by 
the owner or operator, and shall be available for review upon request.  Emissions that result from a 
failure to follow the O&M manual relative to compliance with conditions of this permit may be 
considered credible evidence that source is not being properly operated and maintained. The O&M 
manual shall at a minimum include: (DBOH 030.100.K.1) 

a. Normal operating parameters for all emission units and air pollution control equipment. 

b. A maintenance schedule for all emission units and air pollution control equipment. 

c. Monitoring and recordkeeping procedures and requirements. 
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V. Permit Authorization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Date 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Brandon Koyama 
Environmental Engineer II 
Air Quality Management Division 
Northern Nevada Public Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Genine Rosa, MS 
Senior Air Quality Specialist 
Air Quality Management Division 
Northern Nevada Public Health 
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