
Public Workshops Oct 2025

Proposed changes 
to NNPH’s septic 
regulations



• Last updated in 2013
• Update, not a revamp which is likely 

still needed
• New technologies have come onto 

the market
• Requests from industry
• Protect groundwater
• Protect public health

Why are we updating our regulations? 



Projected Timeline

• Public Workshops- October 13th and 20th

• October and November 2025 
• Evaluate feedback from workshops
• Consult with District Attorney
• Consult with State Health 
• Develop Business Impact Statement

• December/January - presentation of Business Impact Statement to DBOH
• January/March - presentation of proposed regulation changes to State Board of 

Health



FAQ’s
• Q: I own a property with a septic system. How will these changes affect me?

A: The updates mainly clarify policies and requirements for new septic system 
construction. Existing homeowners will not have any new requirements.

• Q: Will I have to connect to the municipal sewer?
A: No, these changes do not require existing systems to connect to sewer.

• Q: I have an existing lot that is less than 1 acre, will I still be able to construct a 
new septic system?
A: Yes, existing lots will be allowed to have a septic system, provided sewer is not 
available within 200 feet and all applicable setbacks and regulations are met.



Major Updates

• Opens impervious strata up to 120 mpi(previously 60 ) as requested by industry.
• One septic system per acre.
• Allowance of standard crossing of small drainages and irrigation ditches without a 

variance. 
• Allowance of 1/8” slope after tank .
• Allows for sleeving of water or sewer line when 10’ setback cannot be met.
• Allows for alternative treatment technologies with NSF certification to be approved 

without a variance. 
• Allows for additional certified professionals to conduct percolation tests. 
• Reduces drain rock size minimum to ¾” from 1 1/12”.
• Allows for sizing of leach field for two dwellings to be based on total bedroom count 

instead of combined tank volume. 



Other Items of Note:

• Clarifications regarding future repair/replacement areas. Must be available and 
ready for service at time of designation.

• Allows for additional cleanouts every 100’ instead of 50’ in solid pipes. 
• Requires baffle to be located no lower than 40% and no higher than 60% of the 

liquid depth of a tank. 
• Clarifies local Planning agencies will make dwelling determinations and NNPH will 

follow their designation. 
• Revises Sewage Wastewater and Sanitation Board to seven full board members 

instead of five members and two alternates. 



Ways to provide feedback:
• www.nnph.org/septic

• Complete the feedback form and it submits to us automatically. 
Can remain anonymous if you would like. 

• ehswellseptic@nnph.org
• Email us at the above email address. 

• 775-328-2434
• Call us with questions or comments.

http://www.nnph.org/septic
http://www.nnph.org/septic
mailto:ehswellseptic@nnph.org
mailto:ehswellseptic@nnph.org


Questions?
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